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The Pilgrim
A f f i r m i n g  t h e  i n h e r e n t  w o r t h  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  e v e r y  p e r s o n

The October service will be held on Sunday, 5 October 2014 at the Keizersgracht Church, 

Keizersgracht 566, Amsterdam. Bring a friend! (or a total stranger)

H
ow does one become a reli-

gious liberal? What must tran-

spire for that to happen? Does

the concept of a “religious liberal pil-

grimage” have any meaning?

Many religious liberals have

walked long journeys on their spiritual

paths. A ‘pilgrimage’ is a journey to a

place that has special significance

within a religion. The reasons for mak-

ing such a pilgrimage range from re-

flecting on a higher truth, God or the

hereafter to showing respect, obtain-

ing inspiration, grounding one’s self,

putting some distance between the pil-

grim and the hectic daily life, to have

‘the experience’ and meeting other

people.

What drives religious liberals onto

the pilgrims’ path.

Where do they draw their inspira-

tion from.

The Rev.

Wies Houwel-

ing, our own

worship coordi-

nator, will bring

more than 20

years in the ministry to these reflec-

tions and invites you to join us as we

set out on a  pilgrimage of reflection at

the October service.

Service on 5 October: Rev. Wies Houweling

The Liberal’s Pilgrimage

T
here is a lot that goes into pro-

viding a service 10 or so times

every year and one of the most

essential elements is the music.

Whether ac-

companying a

hymn, introduc-

ing a service

with a medita-

tive piece, or

supporting a

service theme

with a well cho-

sen composi-

tion, our

services would be a mere shadow of

themselves without the musical sup-

port that we get from our professional,

semi-professional and talented ama-

teur musical ability.

On the principle that recognition

given is better than appreciation as-

sumed, let’s all give a big round of ap-

plause for our

regular and oc-

casional play-

ers, Maria

Prokofieva on

piano, Albert

Manders on

flute, Cindy

Briggs and Ian

de Jong on vio-

lin, Christopher

Davies on guitar and vocals, Mary-

Louise Moher on guitar, vocals and

percussion. 

President’s message

Let’s hear it for the players!
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B
ack in June, when the

world seemed a calmer,

simpler and more

peaceful place, I had an idea

for a sermon to start off the

new season.

It was based on the simple

observation that, although the

world was a very dangerous

place, that danger had been

kept relatively distant. Dutch

soldiers had returned from

nearly ten years of combat op-

erations in Iraq and

Afghanistan, operations based

partly on the principle of

dealing with problems at

the source rather than wait-

ing for them to visit us at

home. Canadian soldiers

had been pulled out of

Afghanistan and it had

been three years since U.S.

troops had been involved in

combat operations in Iraq.

The anti-piracy EU naval

mission off the coast of So-

malia had become a routine

policing activity, with only a

few attempts and no suc-

cesses since 2012.

Extreme weather, though

prevalent elsewhere in the

world, with massive storms,

droughts, freezing temperatures

and what have you deregulating

societies around the world, was

not much of an issue for the

Netherlands at all.

Yes, we did have a military

mission in Mali, but it wasn’t get-

ting much ink. And, yes, Libya

was still restless, but that had lit-

tle to do with us. And Syria, well,

after three long years, Syria was

still at civil war, but, that, too,

had become routine.

Back in June, with those

thoughts in mind, I was drawn to

wonder about we could stay in-

volved, stay engaged, with the

world, which so clearly needed

it, when it was also clear that, as

we used to say in the navy, “I’m

alright, Jack”, regardless of

what’s happening to others.

Yes, those problems were

serious, and yes, many of us

were concerned and some of us

were actually active in helping

to resolve them, either through

volunteering, or activism, or fi-

nancial support, or any number

of other activities that made us

feel good.

On my more cynical days,

the situation put me in mind of

the church ladies in the book To

Kill a Mockingbird, who were

more than willing to assist the

poor and downtrodden in far-

away Africa but wouldn’t enter-

tain the thought of having a

nearby poor, downtrodden, and

dare I say it, black neighbor in

beautiful, downtown Maycomb,

Alabama come to call.

Not that we didn’t have is-

sues to think about here. For

example, the responsibility for

social services was being

moved from the national to the

municipal level, with threats to

many of the clients being cared

for. The government was calling

for a ‘participation society’

where friends, family and neigh-

bours would take over from gov-

ernment in caring for those

needing care.

The economy was still un-

steady, but improving some-

what, though youth, and

especially minority youth were

still encountering difficulties

with respect to employment

figures.

All in all, things were

going along much as they

always had, with the normal

ups and downs….but, re-

ally, those were not really

existential issues. They did-

n’t threaten our way of life at

its core. We were cruising.

It was going to be a very

nice, upbeat sermon, with

more than its share of plati-

tudes, probably.

And then, in a very short

space of time, things ap-

peared to get existential in a

big hurry.

Early in the summer, the

most effective of the Islamist

terrorist organisations, the Is-

lamic State in Iraq and Syria (or

Iraq and the Levant depending

on whose translations you read)

burst out of its limited role in the

Syrian civil war and began tak-

ing over huge swaths of territory

in Iraq and setting up a self-pro-

claimed Islamic State and the

caliphate that extremists have

been calling for for decades.

In doing so, they committed,

and continue to commit, war

It sometimes felt as though we were in

the eye of the storm, which is a pretty

good place to be.

September sermon Rev. Derek Suchard:

Lighting a candle for a world on fire
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crimes and atrocities that, while

not without parallel even within

the last hundred years, go be-

yond what has been seen in a

long while, and, with the be-

heading of two American jour-

nalists, not to mention a great

many other people, brought

them even closer to home.

Concurrently, an Islamic

group in Nigeria, Boko Haram,

has also declared a caliphate,

but much more modest in size,

being limited to only one town.

And they had kidnapped hun-

dreds of schoolgirls, only some

of whom have since managed

to escape.

And then, of course, there

was the Israeli response in Au-

gust to the continuous missile

fire from Gaza, with approxi-

mately 2,000 civilian and mili-

tary deaths, along with

substantial damage to property

and infrastructure.

And let us not forget that,

closer to home, separatist

forces in Ukraine, more than

likely with the active, though

somewhat covert, support of

Russia, has brought the threat

of armed conflict in Europe

closer than it has been in years,

and led to the most robust re-

sponse from NATO in the NATO

treaty area since 2001.

That conflict came particu-

larly close to the Netherlands

when – apparently – untrained

pro-Russian separatist rebels

using highly sophisticated

equipment that was clearly

above their level of expertise,

shot a civilian airliner carrying

several hundred Dutch,

Malaysian, Belgian, American

and other nationals on a normal

commercial flight.

The outpouring of emotion in

the Netherlands was amazing.

The grief was intense and the

compassion from society at

large was impressive. The tele-

vision pictures of the repatria-

tion of the mortal remains of the

victims at the Eindhoven airport

and the crowds lining the over-

passes in an echo of the High-

way of Heroes in southern

Ontario, where the repatriated

remains of deceased Canadian

soldiers from Afghanistan was

another example of the new rit-

uals that are growing up around

tragedies in our secular society.

Nor was the summer entirely

a shopping list of military activi-

ties. In west Africa, the largest

outbreak in known history of

Ebola, hemorrhagic fever, was

destabilizing a number of differ-

ent countries, and, given the air-

line connections, threatening

Europe and the rest of the

world, as well, and scaring the

bejesus out of us, into the bar-

gain.

And across the pond, in an-

other example of blue-on-black

violence in the United States,

Ferguson, Missouri was the

stage for night after night of

protests and rioting following

the shooting of an unarmed

teenager by police.

And, on top of all those re-

cent and/or temporary chal-

lenges, global warming

continues apace, humanity has

been found to be responsible

for the largest mass extinction

since a rather large piece of

rock dropped out of the sky sev-

eral millions of years ago.

People stood on highway overpasses to pay their respects to the

victims of the shooting down of Malaysian Airlines flight 17 from

Amsterdam to Malaysia.



And we have had Islamic

State demonstrations in the

Netherlands, in Belgium, in the

U.K. and France, calling for the

death of our fellow citizens,

leading to government state-

ments to the effect that due to

such threats, they want to take

away some of our civil rights.

And I’m sure I’m forgetting

one or two.

Now, that’s existential.

And many people are getting

concerned. And frightened. Se-

riously frightened.

I took a phone call at the min-

istry of defence in August from

a concerned citizen who was so

freaked out by the events in

west Asia and eastern Europe

that he wanted a message to be

conveyed to ministerial level

communicating his concern and

advocating the reinstatement of

conscription, which has been

suspended in the Netherlands

since shortly after the end of the

Cold War.

He was afraid. And anxious.

And he was not alone.

Judging by the op-ed pieces

and the comments about them

in the newspapers, the social

media postings, and even ca-

sual conversations. Many peo-

ple are afraid. The world

appears to be going to hell in a

handcart and people are at a

loss as to what to do.

At times like this, many peo-

ple are fond of trotting out a

stream of quotes intended to

calm us.

‘We have nothing to fear but

fear itself.’

‘When the going gets tough,

the tough get going.’

Alternatively, ‘when the going

gets tough, we send in the sons

of bitches’.

What doesn’t kill me makes

me stronger’.

And, the

ub iqu i tous :

‘Keep calm

and carry on’.

‘We have

nothing to

fear, but fear

itself.’

What a

load of

codswallop!

Tell that to

the Yazidis in

the Sinjar

mounta ins .

Tell them that

they don’t

have to fear

the forces of

the Islamic

State who

give them the

choice of flee,

convert or

die. That fear

is all they

have to fear.

I don’t think so.

Fear…rational fear…. is real.

and is quite often a reasonable

and considered response to the

situation.

Fear is the result of a calcu-

lation based on a threat that

may be greater than the capac-

ity of the fearful person to deal

with.

We even have an expression

about this in Dutch. ‘Angst is

een slechte raadgever.’ ‘Fear is

a poor adviser.’ Not always, I

find.

Fear, on its own, may be a

poor adviser, however.

For on its own, fear doesn’t

take into account the problem of

false positives. Say, for exam-

ple, that you are afraid of the Is-

lamic State. Depending on

where you live, that might be a

reasonable fear to have. And

members of the Islamic State

are, almost by definition, Mus-

lim. The fear of the Islamic State

becomes a problem when every

Muslim is feared to be a mem-

ber of the Islamic State, when

they most likely – with a proba-

bility of greater than 99% - are

not.

So that fear is based on a

false positive. It’s like hearing a

lion behind every rustling leaf in

the jungle. Usually, there is no

lion.

Biologically, though, over the

several hundred thousand

years of human existence, most

of them in Africa surrounded by

natural forces that would like to

see us more as lunch than as

anything else, false positives

were a good thing for the simple

reason that guessing wrong

could be fatal. So acting as if

there were a lion behind every

bush was advisable. One wrong

guess and you’re a goner.

4
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Applying the same principles

in our very different world today,

though, is contra-indicated. And

could lead to even more prob-

lems if we were to respond as if

every Muslim were in the Is-

lamic State. Or every Nigerian a

member of Boko Haram. Or

every Russian a supporter of

Putin’s imperial Russian

dreams of glory past. Or every-

one from Liberia, a carrier of

Ebola.

The other problem with fear

is that it can lead to precipitous

decisions. Sometimes, forceful

and decisive action is neces-

sary. Fear of being burned alive

is a great incentive for getting

one’s posterior out of the build-

ing without too much thought.

In other areas, though, time

can be on one’s side. There is,

for example, – as of this morn-

ing at any rate – still a truce be-

tween Gaza and Israel.

A truce seems to have been

worked out in Ukraine.

The governments of Europe

are putting measures in place,

accompanied by the normal, ex-

pected and highly valued argu-

ments and debates that a

democratic society needs, to

contain homegrown and export

jihadists.

Air passengers from West

Africa are being screened when

they enter the country. And civil-

ian airlines are avoiding combat

airspace in Ukraine and envi-

rons.

Nevertheless, the world is

still travelling many dangerous

paths simultaneously, replete

with pitfalls and forces of, let’s

be frank, evil. What should we

do about it?

Sticking our head in the

sand, probably not such a good

idea. There may, indeed, be a

number of false positives, but

not all of them will be. So we

should be alert for those that

are not.

And take steps to counter

them where we can.

What about prayer? If you

believe that prayer will help, I

encourage you to pray. I en-

courage you also to combine

that prayer with practical ac-

tions. Write a letter to the pow-

ers that be, and the powers that

wanna be. Express your con-

cern, you fear, your anger and

your hope.

Support your local NGO, be

it an NGO that provides medical

care, food care, emergency re-

sponse, refugee assistance, or

what have you.

Write to your government. S.

Let your leaders know what you

expect of them and, if you have

a brilliant idea to resolve a cri-

sis, don’t keep it to yourself.

Sharing is caring, non?

And let those brilliant ideas

be about hope, without pretend-

ing that the fear isn’t present or

isn’t real. 

Let them be about your hope

for the future. Not only, ‘global

warming is bad’, but ‘let’s stop

global warming by doing the fol-

lowing’. Not just, ‘the Islamic

State is bad’ but ‘let’s rescue the

defenseless and preserve the

rule of law’.

Be alert for false positives, in

your own statements and in the

statements of others around

you, including friends, family,

politicians and media.

And when you encounter a

false positive, call them on it.

And when you encounter a

true positive….act on it, appro-

priately, proportionately, and in

a spirit of justice.

And light a candle for this

world on fire.

Every single day. In your liv-

ing room or in your heart. Com-

mit to spreading the love you

want to see. Persuade through

your example, not just your

words.

5
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Faith for a Small Planet 
EUU Fall Retreat 17‐19‐October 2014 
Sol Cress Conference Centre  
Spa, Belgium 

 

By Derek Suchard,  
Chief Cook & Bottle Washer, Fall Retreat 2014 

he  planet's  just  too  small  to  let  little  things  like  temporary  and  artificial 
national,  ethnic  or  even  religious  boundaries  define  our  faith.  It's  a 
struggling world that needs people who are mobilized to  love one another 
and help to heal all that's broken and cherish those  in need! This truly  is a 
matter of life and death. Can technology help us to find and connect to one 

another? Can those connections grow deep enough to sustain us? And if so, how? And 
what is our role in that process? 

This diverse range of subjects and themes 
will  stimulate  and  entice  us  during  the 
EUU  Fall  2014  Retreat,  from  17‐19 
October  2014  in  the  ancient,  healing 
environs  of  Spa,  Belgium  (Aquae 
Spadanae to the Romans). 
An anticipated 120‐plus participants from 
France,  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland, 
Transylvania,  Germany,  Denmark,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Belgium  and  North 
America  will  gather  in  the  rolling 
beforested hills to commune with nature, 

yes, and with one another as we explore 
serious  themes,  intermingled  with  the 
pleasure  of  our  company  and  some 
spiritual recharging. 
The  organisers  from  the  Amsterdam‐
based  Netherlands  UU  Fellowship  are 
excited to be able to prepare this unique 
chance  for  encounter  and  reflection, 
albeit  in a neighbouring country to make 
it  possible  for  a  large  number  of  folks 
from great distances away to participate. 
Welkom in Spa! 

 

The speaker 

The Reverend Meg A. Riley 
ev. Meg A.  Riley  is  Senior 
Minister  of  the  Church  of 
the  Larger  Fellowship,  a 
3,500‐strong  ‘Church 
Without  Walls’.  She  has 
worked  at  the  crossroads 

of  religion  and  culture  in  a  variety  of 
contexts,  including serving as Director of 
the  Unitarian  Universalist  Association's 
Advocacy and Witness staff group, Office 
of  Lesbian,  Bisexual  and  Gay  Concerns, 
Washington  Office  for  Advocacy,  Youth 
Programs, and as a  religious educator  in 
several  Unitarian  Universalist 
congregations.  

 

Rev.  Riley  was  the  founding  director  of 
Standing on the Side of Love (Harnessing 

Love's  Power  to  Stop  Oppression, 
Exclusion and Violence). 

She was founding President of the Board 
of Faith  in Public Life: A Resource Center 
for Justice and the Common Good, and of 
Equal Partners in Faith.  

She has served on the national boards of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church and State,  the Religious Coalition 
for  Reproductive  Choice,  the  Interfaith 
Alliance, and too many working groups to 
name. 
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THE RETREAT SITE 
The EUU Fall Retreat 2014 will take place at 
the  
 
Sol Cress Conference Center  
Spaloumont 5 
B‐4900 Spa Belgium  
+32(0)87 77 23 53 
www.solcress.be 
 

pa has been known  for  its healing waters since Roman  times – hence 
the name  (Aquae  Spadanae  –  the waters  from  the  spring).  Since  the 
16th  century,  it  has  been world‐famous  as  a  resort  town where  one 
would  go  to  "take  the waters"  for medicinal  purposes.  Fountains  of 
various  springs  are  found  throughout  the  town  and bottles of  locally 

bottled  Spa™ water  are  readily  available  at  the  site.  (Plant  tours  are  available) 
 
The EUU has held many retreats at Sol Cress and we are excited about returning to 
this  lovely site  in  the Ardennes  forest with  its views and hiking  trails. Playground 
equipment behind the main building is available for the pleasure of the little ones, 
and  a  soccer  (football)  field  (pitch),  pool  table  and  ping  pong  table  occupy  the 
bigger  kids.  The  bar, which  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  11  p.m. with  billiard,  video 
games, and board games, welcomes you  in  its dining area or  its  living  room with 
open  fireplace. 
 
All retreat participants will stay on site. 
 
There are many tourist attractions and recreation areas near Sol Cress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The extra day 
For some people, retreats end 
too soon. For those die‐hards, we 
are adding an extra retreat day 
commencing after lunch on 
Sunday.  

The afternoon will see one or two 

workshops and there will be a 
vespers service after dinner in the 
evening. 

Please indicate when you register 
if you will be staying the extra day 
(and night).  

 

S

Programme (subject to change) 
Friday 17 October  
 
3 p.m. Arrival & Registration  
(+ special activity) 
6 p.m. Dinner 
8 p.m. Kick‐off + Intergenerational Icebreaker  
9 p.m. Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
10 p.m.§ – WCS* Unstructured fellowship 
 
§Time approximate 
* WCS =Who can say? 
 
Saturday* 
9 a.m. – 12 noon: Theme talk: Rev. Meg Riley 
12 noon – 1:30 p.m. – Lunch  
1:30 – 3 p.m. – Workshops 1 
3.30 p.m. – 5 p.m. Workshops 2 
18.30  RE presentations  
20.00§  Talent show 
22.00§  ‐ WCS Unstructured fellowship 

§ Time approximate. 
* Religious Education for the children provided 
through much of Saturday. See special information 
in welcome pack. 

Sunday 
10 a.m. – 11 a.m. – Service 
11 a.m. Close and Presentation of Spring Retreat 
2015 
 
Music  is always a powerful part of EUU retreats. 
The choir is open to all, and musicians are invited 
to play during the worship service. Of course, we 
will be counting on the musical night owls to offer 
their traditional late‐night song sessions. 
 
CHILDREN AND TEENS 
RE Director Lizzie Roper is preparing an exciting 
program for children and teens throughout the 
weekend. 
 
AN AFFORDABLE WEEKEND 
Details of the prices are available on our website 
www.europeanuu.org. You will note that the 
prices are particularly friendly to families and to 
young adults.  
EUU retreat grants: We try to keep the prices of 
our retreats within reach of most people, but we 
understand that some people still may not be able 
to pay the full cost. That is why EUU has a grant 
fund. Please consider adding a little extra for the 
grant fund when you register.  
To apply for a grant, please contact EUU Treasurer 
John Hertz (Treasurer@europeanuu.org). We help 
as many EUU members as we can and all requests 
are handled confidentially. 

RetreatCommittee@europeanuu.org 
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Our services

The Netherlands Unitarian Universalist Fellowship services usually begin

with a candle-lighting ceremony and sharing of joys and concerns.

Each service, a guest speaker or a member of our congregation presents

information about a particular religion, spiritual quest or another topic of in-

terest to religious liberals.

Music and singing is always a part of our service along with time for con-

templation and meditation. After the service we have a social hour with cof-

fee, tea, juice, refreshments and, of course, good company.

We meet most months at 2 o’clock in the afternoon on the first Sunday of

the month (Sept. to June) at the Keizersgracht Church, Keizersgracht 566,

Amsterdam.

For more information, contact Eva Kortekaas by email at info (at)nuuf.nl.

We look forward to seeing you!

NUUF Board Members & Contacts

President Rev. Derek Suchard president@nuuf.nl

Vice-President Albert Manders v-p@nuuf.nl

Treasurer Michael de Jong treasurer@nuuf.nl

Secretary Eva Kortekaas info@nuuf.nl

Worship Commitee Rev. Wies Houweling worship@nuuf.nl

The Pilgrim pilgrim@nuuf.nl

Service Helpers 

Coordinator

TBD helpers@nuuf.nl

Ministers Commitee

Chair

Rev. Derek Suchard minister@nuuf.nl

Welcoming Commitee

Chair

Brenda de Jong bjanedejong@gmail.com

LGBTQ/SOGI Coordina-

tor

Tanja Buitenhuis tb@beigeserver.eu

NUUF bank account ABN AMRO NL96ABNA 0456452702

Keizersgrachtkerk Contact: Omar Aguilera

(concierge)

020-6266868

http://www.nuuf.nl

Facebook: Netherlands Unitarian Universalist Fellowship group

With Samhain just past, the NUUF

Women’s Group will be leading a

service with a Samhain theme and a

general pagain in-

troduction. The

working title is

‘gimme that old

time religion’, a re-

flection of the an-

cient European

roots of the basic

elements of today’s

paganism.

A respectable her-

itage for a faith that

preaches ‘love, and

do what you will’.

On deck for November

the NUUF Women’s

Group: 

Gimme that old time

religion


